Click Here For Agenda

Title: Response Strategies to Climate Change Impacts

Presenter:  Nancy Loman Scanlon Ph.D.
School of Travel Industry Management
University of Hawaii

Abstract:

This study addresses the threat of climate change impacts on the sustainability of
the economic benefits for, and environmental assets of, tourism destinations. It discusses
the challenges for both the demand and supply side of tourism to forecast climate change
effects and related weather activity. As tourism represents an increasing percentage of
national, regional and local economics, the stability of this contribution becomes
increasingly important as measured in tax income, employment rates and financial
multiplier effects. Climate change effects on the sustainability of the environment of a
destination is discussed relative to both the direct and indirect impacts to natural
resources and the inconsistent availability of such for recreational purposes. This study
offers strategies to help tourism destinations respond to three major issues of climate
change; the emergence of unpredictable weather patterns, the impact of severe weather
and the challenge to deliver a consistent ‘experience’ during changing weather patterns.
In addition, this paper offers a visitor/stakeholder education activity model for the
protection of natural resources. This model places the visitor in two categories, observer
and active participant. Destination stakeholders are directed to commit to core strategies
that at once protect natural resources and simultaneously develop alternative activities
and products consistent with the destination experience. This model considers protecting
natural resources as asset protection and the demonstration to both the local and visitor
community of socially responsible business practices.

Purpose:

The purpose of this research study is to:

1. Raise awareness of the effects of climate change on both the economic
and environmental sustainability of a destination.

2. Propose response strategies that tourism destination can adapt. These
strategies address current effects of climate change and focus efforts on
policies that create flexible tourism strategies for the delivery of a consistent
quality tourism experience.

Results:

This conceptual paper was first presented at the World Travel Market, London,
England in November of 2004 as part of the impacts of climate change on tourism. The
results of this ongoing research will hopefully be the acceptance of the visitor/stakeholder
education-activity model that seeks to ensure both environmental sustainability and
enhanced visitor experience. In addition this researcher looks to communities to adopt
climate change impact strategies such as those proposed in this paper.



Main References:

Brechin, Steven R, “Comparative Opinion & Knowledge on Global Climate Change and
the Kyoto Protocol: The U.S. Versus the World?” International Journal of Sociology and
Social Policy Vol. 23, No. 10, (2003): 106-134.

Burki, Rolf, Hans Elsanner and Bruno Abegg (April 2003) Impacts on the Tourism
Industry in Mountain Areas. Paper presented at the Ist International Conference on
Climate Change, Djerba, Tunisia.

Climate Change and Tourism, World-Tourism Organization. Retrieved July 17, 2003,
from http://www.world-tourism.org/sustainable/climate/brochure.htm

Elsasser, Hans and Rolf Burki, “Climate Change as a threat to tourism in the Alps”
Climate Research Vol. 20, No. 3, (2002): 253-257.

Gruber, Stephan, Martin Hoelzle, and Wilfried Haeberli, “Permafrost thaw and
destabilization of Alpine rock walls in the hot summer of 2003” Geophysical Research
Letters VVol. 31, L13504, doi:10.1029/20004GL 020051, 2004.

IPPC, (2001). Climate Change 2001: Synthesis Report, Summary for Policymakers. Third
Assessment Report, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. Wembley, U.K..

The Regional Impacts of Climate Change, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change,
United Nations Environmental Program. Retrieved May 11, 2004, from
http://www.grida.no/climate/ipcc/regional/098.htm

Switzerland Tourism Annual Report 2003, Zurich: Switzerland Tourism

Swiss Tourism Policy-A Synthesis (2000). Zurich: Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development

Scientists say extreme weather is here to stay. Retrieved November 8, 2004, from
http://trade.swissinfo.net



	Back to Agenda:  Click Here For Agenda


